
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 16, 2011 
 
The Honorable Barack Obama 
President of the United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest  
Washington, D.C.  20500-0003 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
Hafa Adai from Guam.  As you may be aware, the FY2012 National Defense 
Authorization Act (NMAA) removed funding for the relocation of Marines 
from Okinawa to Guam (what we call “the buildup”) in accordance with the 
International Agreement entered into between your Administration and 
Japan.  The funding removed was insignificant in relation to the $662 Billion 
Dollars totals for the NMAA, but significant in relation to our economy. 
 
Senator McCain has declared that the “buildup” is still alive, but now in a 
“pause.”  Mr. President, you need to know that this “pause” places the 
economy of Guam in peril. 
 
The 170,000 American citizens living in Guam are dependent upon tourism 
and a strong military presence in Guam.  Now, the military leg of our 
economy has been dealt a severe blow.   
 
At the same time, we have recently heard that the Pentagon is blocking 
implementation of a law passed several years ago that states the intent of the 
United States Government is to have a visa-waiver program for Guam and 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas (CNMI) for Chinese and 
Russian tourists.   The CNMI already has “parole” authority for tourists from 
China and Russia.  Recently, we have been informed that a “parole” authority 
has been blessed for Russian tourists but that it will not be approved for the 
Chinese for unspecified security concerns.   
 
The local military leadership has publicly stated that there is no security 
problem in Guam for Chinese and Russian tourists.  Each and every military 
installation on our island has individual security – fences topped by barbed 
wire, berms, roving patrols, and armed sentries at the gates.  Surely satellites 
can reveal anything to the Chinese that they could possibly desire to know 
about Guam. 
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There is already a visa-waiver program for Hong Kong.  If the Chinese government 
wants to send spies our way, all they need to do is have them come by way of Hong 
Kong. 
 
With the “pause” in the military leg of our economy, we urge you to exert your 
executive authority to get the Pentagon to acquiesce in the provisions of existing law 
and permit the approval of a “parole” authority for China as well as for Russia. 
 
The history of Guam is marked by a resilient people who have maintained their 
identity and culture in the face of natural and man-made disasters.  We will survive 
and thrive in the face of the FY2012 NMAA and this will be done more easily with 
your personal help. 
 
Once again, I urge you to visit our island and interact with the civilian community 
which is so loyal to America.  We support the military buildup and will work 
cooperatively with your officials to satisfy the provisions of the FY2012 NDAA.  At 
this critical time, however, we need your advocacy as our President in support of the 
visa-waiver program to enable tourists from China to visit Guam. 
 
Senseramente, 
 
 
Judith P. Guthertz, D.P.A. 
 
 
Cc: Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
 Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta 
 Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus 
 Delegate Madeleine Z. Bordallo, Delegate of Guam to Congress 
 Under-Secretary of the Navy Robert O. Work  
 Assistant Secretary of the Navy Jackalyne Pfannenstiel 
 The Honorable Eddie J. B. Calvo, Governor of Guam 
 All members, 31st Guam Legislature 

 
  
 

 


