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      September 28, 2010 

 

The Honorable Frank B. Aguon, Jr. 

Senator and Chairman 

Committee on Economic Development, Health and Human Services & Judiciary 

I Mina Trenta Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

155 Hesler Street 

Hagåtña, Guam 96932 

 

Dear Senator Aguon, 

 

Buenas yan Hafa Adai!  Thank you for your letter dated September 13, 2010 relative to the GEC 

establishing two (2) regional voting sites for the General Election In-Office (Early) Voting 

process. 

 

Secondly, please accept my sincerest apologies for not responding sooner.  As you can imagine, 

we have been busy preparing for the General Election.  Not to say that your concerns are less 

important, it’s just that there are other urgent and more critical issues that the GEC is currently 

focusing on such as staff shortage and the uncertainty of maintaining our office space until after 

the General Election. 

 

With respect to considering the option of establishing two (2) other regional voting sites, your 

suggestion, and the reason for such is well taken.  However, in the state that the GEC is 

currently in, establishing two (2) additional satellite locations for In-Office (Early) Voting would 

be financially and logistically impossible for the GEC to implement at this time.  As you may be 

aware, the GEC currently has five (5) full-time employees.  As it stands right now, even without 

having to implement the In-Office (Early) Voting, my staff is overwhelmed with just the routine 

tasks of preparing for the General Election.  This was the same situation in preparing for the 

Primary. 

 

Even if additional staff support was provided for this specific purpose, without a 

comprehensive training seminar covering our election laws and processes, the GEC could easily 

be faced with more serious issues than just long lines.  Furthermore, without proper staff 

training and logistical planning, establishing additional regional locations would jeopardize the 

security of the ballots and more importantly, the integrity of the early voting program.  Again, 

notwithstanding the merit of your recommendation, it would be irresponsible of me to agree to 

your recommendations at this time. 

 

I have had the opportunity to briefly review Bill No. 465-30.  The legislative findings and intent 

are well taken.  Section 2 “Requires the Governor to immediately transfer and authorize the 

expenditure of up to ninety (90) days of funding from the Fiscal Year 2011 funds budgeted for 

the Guam Election Commission for the purpose of establishing at least two (2) or more regional 
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voting sites… ”.  I would have preferred that this language be used for the purposes of 

resolving our office space dilemma.  Section 3 of the bill provides that the GEC shall, not less 

than thirty (30) days prior to the date set for any regular election, designate, announce and 

publish the Official Regional Polling Sites.  With In-Office (Early) Voting scheduled for Friday, 

October 1, 2010, the GEC would not be able to comply with this Section. 

 

In conclusion, because of the timing of your recommendation, I cannot in good conscience 

support your recommendation or legislative proposal at this time.  The immediate absence of 

additional funding for logistics and additional staff support knowledgeable of our election laws 

and processes, would make implementing and managing the regional satellite locations chaotic.  

This would result in subjecting the GEC to non-compliance of the early voting law, which 

would eventually open the door for potential legal challenges. 

 

On behalf of the GEC Board and staff, I would like to thank you for your recommendations and 

continued support.  If you should have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 477-9791-

4.  You may also email me at director@gec.guam.gov  

 

      Senseramente, 

 

 

 

      JOHN F. BLAS 

Executive Director 
 

 

cc: GEC Members 

All Senators 

File 


