
 

 
 

June 30, 2011 
 
The Honorable Melissa B. Savares 
Mayor of Dededo 
215A Chalan Santo Papa, Suite 111F 
Hågatña, Guam 96932 
 
Dear Mayor Savares: 
 
Hafa adai. Thank you for your prompt response to my letter of June 27, 2011. Please 
allow me to assure you that I am aware that Para Hita Todu has taken every opportunity 
to make the people of Guam aware that your organization does not favor a buildup “at 
any cost.” 
 
As noted in my letter, my concern is strictly your petition, and I believe I made that 
quite clear. I have not criticized any of your public statements, and my suggestions 
apply only to your petition. I believe that the petition should inform those who are 
signing it that a buildup “at all costs” is NOT what you are proposing or endorsing, and 
that this position cannot be inferred by readers. 
 
It has always been my belief that you and I (and Mr. Webber, who initiated this 
exchange of thoughts) are pretty much on the same page when it comes to the buildup. 
We want what is best for our beautiful island, and for every person who lives here. We 
support our country, our military, our freedoms, and our equality. I am certain that we 
all want to do our part as loyal Americans and ensure that everyone is treated fairly and 
equitably.  
 
It’s unfortunate that you are asking people to sign a petition that does not provide 
assurances against a buildup at any cost, and I have heard from others who feel the 
same. I am pleased that you took the time to analyze each proposed change, and in the 
spirit of compromise and collaboration, I offer the following, in an honest effort to blend 
our perspectives while not providing for an “at any cost” interpretation: 
 
1. For this first question, I think we both have assumed too much. I assumed that by 
encouraging more middle class jobs, that entry-level jobs would naturally be included, 
and most people would benefit. I think you assumed that I supported ONLY middle 
class jobs and did not support the creation of entry-level jobs. How about this as a 
compromise: 
• “I welcome a military expansion that will create more jobs, from entry level to 
management, for our community.” 
 (As far as your query about “what I believe to comprise the middle class,” I usually 
depend on U.S. Census data. The median household income in their latest report is 
$51,425.) 
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2. For the second question, this is where we have some disagreement. While it is true 
that members of the armed forces are voluntarily placing themselves in harm’s way, the 
same was also true of the many former servicemen who live in Guam, and it is also true 
for those serving in the National Guard who are frequently deployed to trouble spots 
around the world. 
 
The people of Guam have a long history of being counted among the most loyal and 
“gung ho” to defend our country. Of course, when on active duty, military personnel 
must yield to a different authority than the civilians outside the bases. But as a general 
rule, the freedoms and equal treatment guaranteed by our Constitution should apply to 
every American. While service members voluntarily accept the yielding of certain 
rights, many of the people of Guam have had their rights usurped, denied or violated, 
including those who had to endure slavery and torture during World War II.  
• “I want to be a partner in the fight for freedom, and in the fight for equality for 
Americans on both sides of the fence.” 
(This should stand.) 
 
3. Thank you for agreeing that the needs of the entire island must be addressed. 
• I welcome the servicemen and women who defend our nation, and welcome all 
efforts to help create “One Green Guam.” 
 
4. In order to address your concern that “civilian and military” doesn’t cover all of 
Guam’s communities, how about this: 
• I want what’s best for our entire “One Green Guam” community. 
 
5. I am troubled by your response to the fifth statement. These are not just my efforts, as 
you write in your letter, this is a duty for all of us, and especially for elected leaders. 
We should and must speak up and speak out at every opportunity on discrimination, 
and on freedoms that have been denied for whatever reason. I am certain you did not 
mean to state that “It is important to separate the desire for seeking redress for 
grievances of a few from the preservation of freedoms and a better future for all.” Our 
man’amko who survived World War II deserve no less than the full and immediate 
redress of their grievances. 
 
• I support our troops who protect our freedoms, and I support every American who 
has ever been denied our freedoms. 
(This absolutely should stand.) 
 
I hope that you will fully and fairly consider my suggestions. Si Yu’os Ma’åse’. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
Rory J. Respicio 
 
c: Governor of Guam 
 All Senators 


