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Respicio Responds to Para Hita Todu 
 

(Hagåtña, Guam) – Majority Leader and Federal Affairs Committee Chair, Senator Rory J. 

Respicio, issued a response yesterday to Dededo Mayor Melissa B. Savares’ letter. The mayor 

and president of Para Hita Todu (PHT) sent the letter in response to Respicio’s initial 

correspondence which suggested revisions to the Para Hita Todu petition to increase support.  

 

Both parties acknowledged the other’s belief that the buildup should not occur ‚at any cost‛ and 

a few other points, such as incorporating the ‚One Green Guam‛ language, however, agreement 

diverged on other critical issues. A point by point comparison appears below:  

 

Respicio’s original suggestion, item #1: 

 I welcome a military expansion that will create more good-paying, middle class jobs for our 

community. 

 

Responses: PHT pointed out their original language was meant to incorporate all new jobs 

from entry to upper level categories. Respicio requested a compromise to make this clearer, 

suggesting ‚… that will create more jobs, from entry level to management, for our community.” 

. 

Respicio’s original suggestion, item #2: 

 I want to be a partner in the fight for freedom, and in the fight for equality for Americans on 

both sides of the fence. 

 

Responses: PHT stated they do not believe in equality for Americans living both sides of the 

fence, as those inside the fence have chosen to put their lives at risk for their country. 

Respicio disagreed, noting that while military personnel may have selected to serve their 

country (including many of our own people), it does not negate the U.S. Constitution’s 

guarantee of equality for all Americans.  

 

Respicio’s original suggestion, item #3: 

 I welcome the servicemen and women who defend our nation, and welcome all efforts to 

help create “One Green Guam.” 

 

Responses: PHT agreed with Respicio and will incorporate the suggestion. 

 

Respicio’s original suggestion, item #4: 

 I want what’s best for Guam’s future, for both the civilian and military communities. 
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Responses: PHT felt Respicio’s suggestion was too limiting, potentially causing other 

groups within the community to feel excluded. Respicio suggested a compromise with “I 

want what’s best for our entire “One Green Guam” community.”   

 

Respicio’s original suggestion, item #5: 

 I support our troops who protect our freedoms, and I support every American who has ever 

been denied our freedoms.  

 

Responses: PHT and Senator Respicio disagreed dramatically on this point, particularly  

over discussion of war reparations for Guam. While PHT agreed war reparations were an 

important issue, they did not feel it warranted inclusion in the petition, stating ‚It is  

important to separate the desire for seeking redress for grievances of a few from the 

preservation of freedoms and a better future for all.‛ 

 

Respicio vehemently disagreed. ‚On the ‘grievances of a few’ statement, I believe you mean 

we should separate asking for war reparations and consideration of former land takings 

 from the buildup, rather than trying to use the U.S. desire for a buildup as leverage to  

 address war reparations and land matters,‛ said Respicio, ‚I disagree. Until the time 

 that war reparations are finally addressed, there will be no wrong or right time to bring the  

 issue up.‛ 

 

(Editors: A copy of both Senator Respicio and Mayor Savares’ letters are attached, for your convenience.) 

 

### 

 

For more information, please contact the office of Senator Rory J. Respicio at 472-7679. 


