
 

 
February 7, 2012 
 
The Honorable Madeleine Z. Bordallo 
Member of Congress 
427 Cannon H.O.B. 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Bordallo: 
 
Hafa Adai. While plans for the buildup remain fluid, I share your confidence that when the final plan 
is set, Guam will play a major role. However, former Speaker Joe T. San Agustin has added his voice 
to an issue previously raised by Military Buildup and Homeland Security Chair, Senator Judi 
Guthertz, and myself, surrounding a serious concern over the process of rotating Marines and other 
Department of Defense personnel through Guam and other Asia-Pacific regions. 
 
You may recall that DoD used a similar process during the Vietnam War. Bomber flight crews were 
rotated in and out of Andersen A.F.B. on 90-day assignments, thus avoiding “Section 30” remittances. 
If this happens with Marines and others sent to Guam as part of the buildup, it will have a direct 
effect on Guam’s overall tax revenues and our General Fund. Guam will have difficulties dealing 
with the impacts caused by this federal expansion, especially if badly needed taxes that should come 
to Guam, instead end up in federal coffers. It may simplify paperwork for the federal government, 
but it will be detrimental to Guam. 
 
We understand that fiscal concerns exist within every government involved, including all of the 
Mutual Defense Treaty members in our region: the Philippines, Australia/New Zealand, South 
Korea, Japan, and Thailand. Every nation is uneasy about the long-range missile capabilities of North 
Korea. Our military has the task of honoring its commitments to our allies, while pinching pennies to 
stay within Congress’ budgetary constraints. Guam could suffer greatly if a change isn’t made 
relative to the application of the Section 30 rules. 
 
DoD should not circumvent the specific intent of existing law, and I respectfully request that you 
explore a way to capture Section 30 monies from all military personnel assigned to Guam to support 
this Buildup. Clearly, we should not collect Section 30 taxes from tourists, or visiting friends/family 
members, or students, or members of the military on liberty calls. But for all federal civilian and 
military personnel assigned to Guam for 180 days or more, and for those estimated 4,500 military 
personnel assigned to Guam on a “rotational” basis, Section 30 remittances should be “covered into” 
the government of Guam General Fund. I hope you agree with our forward thinking and that you 
will be working within Washington’s many constraints to achieve President Barack Obama’s 
commitment to “One Guam, Green Guam.” Si Yu’os Ma’åse for your attention to this matter. I look 
forward to hearing from you regarding any progress concerning this issue. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
Rory J. Respicio 
Senator 
 
c: All Senators 
 All Media 


