
SENATOR FRANK F. BLAS, JR.
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March 2L,2072

Honorable Anthony M. Babauta

Assistant Secretary for lnsular Affairs
U.S. Department of the lnterior
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 2024O

Re: Mitigation of Costs Associated with the Compacts of Free Association

Dear Mr. Assistant Secretary:

Hofa Adai! ln line with your recent meeting with Pacific lsland Chief Executives on the impacts

of the Compacts of Free Association, I want to commend you for the effort to address the
adverse effects and consequences of the treaties. And in the hope that there will be concrete
solutions to dealing with the issues, I respectfully offer several ideas on ways to reduce and

mitigate the costs associated with providing services to migrant citizens from the Freely

Associated States.

Based on annual reports provided by the Governor of Guam to the Department of the lnterior,
at least 5590,589,432 is owed to the Government of Guam for services provided to FAS citizens

from Fiscal Years 1987 to 2Ot7.lt should be recognized that this amount does not include

displacement costs in federal programs nor does it include payments due resulting from
unfunded tax credits.

To reduce the unreimbursed amounts, I offer the following options:

L. Offset the amounts owed by the Government of Guam to the federal government
2. Reduce or remove cost share amounts in current and future federal grants;

3. Lift caps in Medicare/Medicaid programs;

4. lncrease professional-technical visa allocations primarily for medical positions; and,

5. Recognize Guam as a state, as opposed to a territory, in grant allocations.

To mitigate the future costs to provide services to migrant FAS citizens, I propose the following
options:

1.. Allow for the utilization of Department of Defense health facilities for urgent care and

emergency treatment of FAS citizens;
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Conduct orientation and health screening prior to allowing FAS citizens to access

government programs and entering the educational system. All costs associated with
the orientation and screening, including costs associated with necessary actions and

treatment will be borne by the federal government and the country of origin;
Extend eligibility of Supplemental Security lncome (Title 16)administered by the Social

Security Administration to Guam residents who would otherwise qualify; and,

Continue and expand job placement and job training programs utilizing grant sector
funding for economic development.

lstand readyto expound on and discuss anyof the ideas lhave proposed and to assist in

formulating the solutions to reducing the amounts owed and mitigating future costs relating to
providing services to FAS citizens. lf you have any questions or would like for me to clarify any

of my propositions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

FRANK F. BLAS, JR.
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