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November 4, 2009

Dear Honorable Senator Cruz:

This letter follows recent discussion in your office regarding our proposed amendments to Bill
185. A group of us, including representatives of Guam’s Alternative Lifestyle Association, the Guam
Youth Congress, concerned Catholics, and other members of the community, worked together to address
the comments expressed by a wide segment of our island population over the last several months. In
preparing for these amendments, we attended the various village meetings, participated in the public
hearings on Bill 158, 185, and 212, met with several Senators, watched the TV coverage of these bills,
spoke with our friends and relatives, and read newspaper articles, editorials, and electronic blogs on the
matter of same-gender partnerships.

We carefully listened to the views of all those who have participated in this lively dialogue. We,
like many, are concerned that this issue has been divisive to our community and that the time to begin
the healing process is now. While we believe that the matter of legally recognizing committed same-
gender relationships is solely a civil matter, we understand that our religious institutions, and the values
they teach us, do not operate in a vacuum. They influence who we are and what we think. Therefore, in
recognition of this fact, and in the spirit of compromise, our suggested amendments provide same-
gender relationships the dignity, respect, and legal protection they deserve while preserving the
institution of marriage to a man and woman, and making clear that no religious institution can be forced
to solemnize same-gender relationships.

In preparing these amendments, we relied heavily on Nevada’s domestic relations law. This law
addresses most of the concerns raised by Nevadans during their long debate on the matter of same-
gender relations. Their concemns were very similar to the concerns raised by Guam’s residents.
Nevada’s domestic partnership law is seen by many as a middle-ground approach to legislating same-
gender relationships. For this reason, we chose it as an appropriate model for Guam’s legislative
approach. Although we used Nevada’s law as a model, we have made modifications where necessary to
address specific concerns we encountered during our research.

A summary of our proposed significant amendments are as follows:

1. The term “domestic partnership” is changed to “civil partnership”. In discussing the proper
terminology of same-gender relationships, many people expressed the view that the term should not
carry any religious connotations. Therefore, the term should not include the words “marriage” or
“union” which for many, are synonymous. Others did not like the word “domestic” since for them it
conjured images of women stuck in subservient roles to men. We believe the term “civil partnership”
addresses both these concerns.
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