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Hearing on the Guam War Claims Process 
Testimony Presented to the House Armed Services Committee 

  
by  
  

Felix P. Camacho 
Governor of Guam 

 
Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on the 
assessment of the Guam War Claims Process. This hearing is part of our final push to recognize 
our people’s struggles during an extraordinarily difficult period in our history. 
  
I want to thank the 111th Congress for its leadership in recognizing the need to revisit the war 
claims issues that have been long outstanding for the people of Guam.  
  
I want to commend the work of the War Claims Review Commission over the years for the 
monumental task of piecing together findings that have passed through numerous commissions 
and studies spanning close to six decades. Chairman Mauricio J. Tamargo, the late Vice 
Chairman Antonio R. Unpingco, Mr. Robert J. Lagomarsino, Mr. Benjamin J. Cruz, and Ms. 
Ruth G. Van Cleve have shown a level of commitment worthy of their responsibility to finally 
bestow upon the survivors the recognition they deserve and have sought for nearly 60 years.  
 
Our history books remind us of President Roosevelt’s description of America’s “Day of Infamy” 
– the day Japan attacked Hawaii. Yet history books fail to remember the bombs that fell on 
Guam and forget a story of the two and a half years of invasion, occupation, and torture endured 
by our people. 
 
For approximately 900 days, the Chamorro people endured one of the most tragic and horrific 
enemy occupations of the 20th century. Women on Guam were raped. Men, women, and children 
were enslaved and often forced to plow fields harvesting food they were not allowed to eat. 
Families were forced to dig their own graves. And these are just a few of the stories we have 
heard from our fathers and mothers. We continue to share them with you in hopes that you may 
acknowledge our case in both houses of Congress, the halls of Washington, D.C., and throughout 
our great country. 
 
The Chamorro people are the only members of the American community to have suffered the 
inhumanity of occupation by the Japanese Imperial Army. Yet the 60-year-old question remains: 
Do the Chamorro people deserve reparations for the agony they endured as a result of their 
undying patriotism and love of freedom? It has been five years since the War Claims 
Commission reviewed that question, and our people continue to wait for an answer. 
 
No price can be placed on what our people endured in the name of freedom. We cannot buy back 
the tragic stories of those who survived while the men, women, and children they loved were lost 
… nor can we erase the traumatic memories of the heroes who displayed courage during this 
dark time.  
 
Words cannot describe the efforts of those American servicemen and women lost in World War 
II. We are here today because of those who took an oath to defend freedom at any cost. While we 
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rightfully honor the sacrifice that was made and continues to be made in the name of liberty, our 
nation has yet to honor the sacrifice of the men and women who stood in defense of America on 
Guam.  
 
Despite widespread atrocities suffered across our island during this period of occupation, news 
that the Americans were winning the war inspired hope that freedom was coming. However, 
when America’s return became imminent, our occupiers worked quickly to destroy the evidence 
of their crimes – our people.  
 
As we plead our case, you will hear stories of the suffering, murder, rape, pillage, and forced 
labor. You will hear the stories of mothers, fathers, sons, daughters, aunts, uncles, and friends 
who were innocent victims of a cruel regime.   
 
Some 65 years later, the honor we pay our servicemen and women from this time will remain 
partial until we acknowledge the seeds of patriotism planted by Guam’s Great Generation 65 
years ago. 
 
Our island’s leaders and the rest of our community understand that part of our healing process 
requires that we, as a people, forgive our past oppressors and move forward. Moving forward 
will also require the proper acknowledgement of our people’s loyalty and sacrifice. Our 
survivors are in declining number and can no longer be forgotten Americans, for it is their 
bravery, resilience, and undying patriotism that is the hope of America.  
 
Sixty-five years later we still bear the scars of the Japanese occupation – on caves, fortifications, 
bomb holes, the foundations of a war-torn Governor’s Palace, land yet to be returned to families, 
cemeteries of countless unmarked graves of soldiers, and on the aging faces of the people we 
know today as our parents and grandparents. We recognize that war reparations are about more 
than money. This is their legacy, this is our heritage, and it deserves its rightful place in 
American history. 
 
It is my hope that my testimony today is part of Guam’s final case for war reparations as the only 
community of Americans invaded and occupied by a foreign power. Though the story we tell our 
children about that time will be forever painful, we will also tell them that we rose from the 
ashes of cruelty, slavery, and injustice. We will tell them that the loyalty of Chamorro people to 
the United States of America experienced its finest hour. I believe God and history will look 
kindly upon those who deliver justice to Guam’s Greatest Generation. 
 
May God bless Guam. May God bless America.  
 


