
Being that several media outlets have reported to me that they allegedly have 
received a letter from the "Inmate Advisory Council" at DOC, here is my 
response. In all fairness, I hope you print and/or post on-line my unedited 
response.   
 
First, I want to state I have not READ the letter. Nor has it been read to me in its 
entirety. (I respect the media's right to not divulge all information to an 
interviewee. BTW, I hold both a bachelor's degree and an M.S. degree 
in journalism, not to mention an Ed.D. degree in education.) 
 
The "Inmate Advisory Council" is illegal according to the 9 GCA. I am citing here 
the statute which indicates that the Director of Corrections must get approval 
from the Governor (through Executive Order) to establish such a council. The 
Director has not been given that authority to change policy. In addition, the 
Department of Corrections has not gone through the Administrative Adjudication 
Act (AAA) process required to establish or change any rules or regulations of the 
Government.  
 
In fact, the law requires that a CORRECTIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL BE 
ESTABLISHED, NOT an INMATE ADVISORY COUNCIL. This correctional 
council is supposed to be comprised of representatives from the community, 
and does NOT include inmates. 
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§ 90.15. General Duties of Department of Corrections. 

The Department shall protect the public from the destructive action of 

law offenders through control and rehabilitation. It shall provide staff 

services for the judiciary, the Parole Board, probation officers and interested 

agencies of the Executive Branch. 

§ 90.20. Corrections Advisory Council Established. 

There is hereby the established Corrections Advisory Council, 

composed of the Chairman of the Territorial Parole Board, the Chief Judge 



of the Superior Court, the Administrator of Social Services (Director, Public 

Health and Social Services) or his designee, the Principal of the Vocational 

& Technical High School or his representative, the United States Attorney 

or his representative and, in addition, one (1) representative from the 

business community and one (1) member of the general public, who shall be 

appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Legislature. 

The Director of the Department shall be ex officio secretary of the Council 

and the Department shall furnish necessary logistic support. The Council 

shall advice [sic] the Director and the Department as to the policies and 

procedures to carry out the intent and purposes of this Chapter. 

  

§ 90.30. Rules, Regulations & Disciplinary Rules Authorized. 

The Director subject to the approval of the Governor by Executive 

Order, is authorized to make rules and regulations for the administration of 

correctional institutions and other places of confinement, including, but not 

limited to, necessary disciplinary measures for inmates thereof and for their 

treatment, care, labor, rehabilitation and reformation. 

 
I am quite conversant in how rules and regulations are required to be 
promulgated for the Government of Guam. I have studied this issue for more 
than a year. As a result of my advocacy, and assistance from the University of 
Guam's Social Work program's social justice and social advocacy classes, 
Senator Adolpho Palacios wrote Bills 418-30 and 259-30 relative to the Guam 
Parole Board lacking policies and procedures. Check the Legislature's web site 
and read what Sen. Palacios has to say about the "penal" philosophy of the 
current Board. 
 
Thank you for promoting both responsible journalism and joining me in an effort 
to safeguard constitutional rights. 



 
 
Dianne "Metgot" Strong, Ed.D. 
Rights Activist 
Yona, GU 96915 
 


