
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 22, 2012 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

SENATOR GUTHERTZ PRAISES DELEGATE BORDALLO’S CALL FOR 

UNITED FRONT ON GUAM BUILDUP IN HER ‘KITCHEN TABLE’ 

ADDRESS AT LEGISLATURE 

 

Guam Military Buildup Committee Chairperson Judi Guthertz applauded 

Congresswoman Madeleine Z. Bordallo’s call for the Guam community to set 

aside partisan differences and unite behind the scaled back plan involving the 

transfer of 4,700 or more Marines from Okinawa to Guam.  

 

Reciting a long list of past and present Guam leaders attesting to the strategic 

value of Guam to the United States as she began her annual Congressional 

address, Delegate Bordallo said the new plans would present the island with 

the opportunity, ‚to do this buildup right.‛  

 

Senator Guthertz said she was pleased that Cong. Bordallo recognized 

Senator Rory Respicio’s role in advocating the Guam First Commission,  

which Governor Eddie Baza Calvo signed into law earlier in the day. Bordallo 

lauded the legislator as ‚focused and savvy.‛ 

 

Guthertz also praised Cong. Bordallo’s assessment that the people of Guam 

are the backbone of the local military presence in Guam and that the push for 

support of local infrastructure in support of the Guam buildup is not anti-

military.  

 

‚This is a message that we’ve been presenting to our military and civilian 

visitors working on the buildup,‛ Senator Guthertz said, ‚and it seems to 

make sense to them when they review the situation on the ground.‛  

 

Senator Guthertz, who has previously written to House Armed Services 

Committee Chairman Howard ‚Buck‛ McKeon objecting to his advocacy of 

pulling Marines out of the Pacific and back to the mainland U.S., noted Cong. 

Bordallo’s concern about such isolationist attitudes.  

 



She also praised Cong Bordallo for a long list of efforts to support Guam’s 

veterans community, including her call for parity of benefits offered to Guam 

and stateside vets. Bordallo also called attention to increased staffing at the 

new VA Clinic outside Navy Hospital and said she would seek a review in 

Washington on housing allowance policy for active duty military personnel 

stationed in Guam.  

 

In another military related matter, Cong. Bordallo objected to the Pentagon 

decision to cancel the Golden Hawk drone program at Andersen AFB, noting 

the contribution the surveillance craft made to Operation Tomodachi 

following Japan’s earthquake, tsunami and near nuclear meltdown almost a 

year ago. 

 

‚The Congresswoman presented a first class report to the people of Guam 

and provided excellent insight into the current financial challenges facing 

Washington that impact Guam and other U.S. communities,‛ Senator 

Guthertz said. ‚Guam is poised to move forward economically if we pursue 

opportunities as GUAM UNITED. I am committed d to continuing to work 

with the Congresswoman, the Governor and my colleagues in this way.‛ 
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