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November 19, 2010
ABC TELEVISION NETWORK & RAYCOM MEDIA REACH A DEAL 
TO LAUNCH A LOCAL ABC STATION IN THE ALBANY, GA DMA
ABC Albany to Become 240th Affiliate for the Network

The ABC Television Network and Raycom Media, Inc. have reached a new affiliation agreement to broadcast the full ABC Television Network programming schedule in the Albany, GA DMA, utilizing WALB digital channel 10.2. The announcement was made by Paul McTear, president and CEO of Raycom Media, Inc. and John Rouse, senior vice president, Affiliate Relations, ABC Television Network.

As part of the new affiliation, WALB 10.2 will broadcast local news coverage for the market three times a day leading into the network programs Good Morning America, World News Tonight and Nightline. The channel is targeted to launch in early 2011.

“We are looking forward to a strong distribution relationship with WALB 10.2 in Albany,” said Rouse.  “This will mark our sixth ABC affiliation with Raycom Media, a valued media ally in delivering exceptional programming to local markets.” 

“With WALB 10.2 we are looking forward to further serving the viewers and communities of the Albany DMA by providing them a local outlet for ABC programming combined with our award-winning news coverage,” commented Paul McTear of Raycom.  

Jim Wilcox, vice president and general manager of WALB added “Our new affiliation with ABC will greatly strengthen the station’s commitment to Albany and South Georgia by improving our news, public outreach and advertising services. For the first time, the market will have a local newscast at 7:00pm and area businesses, groups and services will have the opportunity to insert local advertising in ABC programming.”
Previously, the Albany DMA was served by out-of-market broadcasts from surrounding ABC affiliates.   Raycom Media’s other ABC affiliates include KAIT Jonesboro, AR; KLTV Tyler, TX; KTRE, Lufkin, TX; WLOX Biloxi, MS; and WTVM Columbus, GA.
With the addition of this new station, ABC will have a total of 240 affiliates.

Raycom Media owns/operates 46 television stations in 36 markets and 18 states, covering 12.6% of the US television households.
Contact:

WALB
Disney-ABC Television Group

Jim Wilcox
Charissa Gilmore

(229) 446-4001
(818) 460-7950

jim.wilcox@walb.com
charissa.gilmore@abc.com
-- ABC --
