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The Harry Chapin Food Bank vouches for turkeys this Thanksgiving
The Harry Chapin Food Bank will provide gift cards for clients to purchase turkeys or other food for
Thanksgiving this year.
The food bank is spending $45,000 for 4,500 gift cards, valued at $10 each, to be distributed among
clients at its partner agencies, said Kari Lefort, director of programs. The cards are designated for the
purchase of food at either Publix Super Markets or Winn Dixie stores, and cannot be used to buy
tobacco or alcohol, she said.
Switching to gift cards is both more economical and efficient because when the food bank purchases
turkeys in bulk it must pay full price instead of at the sale prices offered by various super markets. So a
10-pound turkey that would cost the food bank about $11 could cost just under $7 when purchased at
the pre-Thanksgiving sale price by a client using a gift card.
This approach also helps clients who do not eat turkey for their holiday purchase other food and partner
agencies that have no refrigeration to store turkeys at their sites, Lefort said.
The food bank also is taking holiday bird donations from the public. The donated turkeys will be given to
agencies that did not receive all of the gift cards they requested. Agencies requested 16,000 gift cards,
but the food bank could only afford to purchase 4,500 cards.
Those who wish to donate birds can drop them off at the food bank’s Fort Myers warehouse or Naples
warehouse. Here are the addresses and drop-off hours:
FORT MYERS
3760 Fowler St.
Fort Myers, FL
334-7007
Hours: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday
(Please bring donations no later than 3:30 p.m.)

NAPLES
2221 Corporation Blvd.,
Naples, FL
334-7007
Hours: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday & Friday
8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Tuesday & Thursday
-more-

Blossoms for Birds
Fort Myers Floral Designs will hold its fifth Blossoms for Birds turkey drive from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Nov.
7 through Nov. 11. Just bring a fresh or frozen turkey or chicken to the shop at 11480 S. Cleveland Ave.
during those hours, and receive a fresh bouquet of flowers in exchange for your donation. For more
information, call 278-0770.
About the Harry Chapin Food Bank
The Harry Chapin Food Bank, an affiliate of Feeding America, is the leading hunger-relief organization in
Southwest Florida. The food bank solicits, collects and stores food for distribution to families and others
in need through a network of more than 150 nonprofit agencies in Lee, Collier, Charlotte, Glades and
Hendry counties, providing food to about 28,000 people a week.
In fiscal year 2015-16, The Harry Chapin Food Bank distributed 20.6 million pounds of food and other
grocery items, including 6.4 million pounds of fresh produce. The food, valued at $34 million, is the
equivalent of 17 million meals for people in need. The Harry Chapin Food Bank is recognized as a fourstar organization by Charity Navigator, the national nonprofit watchdog organization. The food bank is
also a United Way partner agency. For more information or to make a donation, call (239) 334-7007 or
visit harrychapinfoodbank.org.
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